On Writing and Science Fiction
An excerpted interview with L. Ron Hubbard
as printed in the Rocky Mountain News, February 20, 1983
Q: What made you return to science fiction writing after all these years?

A: There are some activities that are simply so much fun that one can’t give them up. Writing

is that for me. I love every opportunity to write.
Many young writers are told to write in order to learn how to write. That is good advice. I
used to find any excuse to write because I loved to do it. If I didn’t have a typewriter, I wrote
in longhand. . . .
I chose science fiction because there is great versatility in this genre. (A writer must pick
his medium as carefully as a painter must pick his brush and colors.) Besides, science fiction
is no longer the stepchild of literature. Star Wars created an entirely new following. . . .
Plus, look at the bestseller lists and you will see the pattern repeating. Science fiction and
space travel are dominant.
Q: What direction do you see science fiction taking now? Is the trend toward epics and battle

stories such as Star Wars?
A: You must remember that science fiction is simply a method or a means of telling the
story. Regardless of the genre (science fiction, western, spy, romance), you will find that
people like a story that is both real and has a purpose. It has to say something or achieve
something.
There is always an element that promotes your valueless or no-hope society, but compare
their success with stories like Star Wars . . .
Science fiction points a direction because it does advocate a future. It is about Man and
his Future.
Q: How would you assess the broader audience science fiction has today? Years ago, science

fiction was considered as something for children which was not “serious” literature. Its
popularity today knows no age boundaries. Is this indicative of an escapist attitude by readers?
Or a look to the future and what we could be?
A: The future is the only frontier without limit and the frontier that we will all enter and cross
no matter what we do.
Science fiction is and always has been the literature about the frontier. Science fiction
appeals to every age group because it is about the future and the human potential.
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Q: How do you draw from your past track in creating character and plot? Is this the place from

which science fiction comes in general, whether the writers know it or not?
A: Experience helps any writer or anyone who wants to write.
I traveled through the Far East and sailed the high seas and did a few loops in some
bi-winged planes and gliders in my day and drew upon these for stories. I also did a lot of
research for other stories.
But what is more important is the ability to see what is in front of you. Plus you have to
have the ability to assume the viewpoint of your reader.
For example, in Battlefield Earth, the reader looks through the eyes of the hero and
through the eyes of the alien. This is done by describing how each person would describe
the scene and objects. It gives the reader a feeling of what it would be like to assume that
viewpoint. The reader at first does not recognize the object either but should be able to do so
as the description continues. But, in the process, the reader can experience the same mystery
as the character in the story.
That is the ability to see what is in front of you and the ability to assume another viewpoint.
It is a good exercise for writers.
So experience is helpful but you need much more.
Q: What does science fiction writing do for L. Ron Hubbard personally?

A: I can answer that better if you don’t restrict it to just one genre.

Writing offers creation, expression and the ultimate ability to communicate, whether you
write poetry or a novel.
Science fiction is just one means or method of doing that.
With writing, you must take an idea and turn it into little black marks on a sheet of white
paper so that someone will look at it and lift those little black marks off the page and form
the idea of the author.
In short, it boils down to communication.
Q: How would L. Ron Hubbard describe himself as a writer?

A: I don’t know if I can take it any further than that.

I’ve always had the ability to put an idea down on the page. I don’t really outline. I just
write.
I think if I wanted to be characterized in a certain way as a writer, I would ask that it be
that I am a writer who loves to write.
That is not as axiomatic as it may sound. There are a lot of writers who don’t like to write
and some who even hate it but are still called “writers” because they make a living at it—the
9-to-5 type, so to speak.
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But it has never been that way with me. I don’t watch the clock when I write. In fact, I’ve
gone days without sleep just because I was enjoying myself so much I plain forgot.
How could one forget to sleep?
Well, imagine doing something that is more exciting than anything you have ever done
and see if you worry or think about a “coffee break,” or what time it is.
That’s what I mean by my being a writer who loves to write.
There’s really no other way to say it.
Q: How do you work? Do you dictate or pound your fiction out on your old typewriter?

Do you keep any set schedule when doing a book? Do you work from detailed character
sketches and plot outlines or do you wing it? Have your working methods changed over the
years?
A: My goodness, but that covers a lot!
What I write determines how I do it. Sometimes I type, sometimes I write longhand,
and sometimes I dictate.
Battlefield Earth was typed on a manual typewriter. The length was about 3,000 pages.
Each day before I went to bed I would sketch out the plot that I would cover the next
day. Plus I would list out anything else that I wanted to accomplish.
I do set and follow a schedule when I want to get certain things done in a day—like
exercise, if only a walk.
So I generally lay out what I want to accomplish for the day, the week, the month and
then I do it. I would say this is perhaps my primary development since those early days in
getting organized. It has allowed me to get more accomplished: to lay out a schedule and
then do it.
Q: What do you think about writers who take years to write a single book?

A: I really don’t think many do. They might research something for years, but I can’t figure

out how somebody could keep a plot in his head that long.
Some people try to equate quality with slowness. If an athlete did that he would lose
every game.

Q: What advice do you have for budding writers?

A: Write and write and write and write. And then when you finish, write some more.

It may not be original advice, but it is still quite true. You learn to write by writing.
Don’t try to learn how to write in order to write. I’ve seen a lot of great writers killed off
when they decided they wanted to learn how to write.
Just take an idea and go with it. You may find a story that pulls you along. The story takes
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off on its own. It sounds silly but it happens. You have this character walking down the street
and you are all ready for him to get into a taxi but he walks right on and turns into a movie
theatre. Whoa! What is this? Well, follow him and see what happens.
The main thing is to write and learn the business of writing—that tough market you have
to live with.
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